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All Saints Students to Hoboken City Hall: Ban the Bag!
Inspired local middle-schoolers meet with mayor and councilors to ask the city to say no to plastic shopping bags

Hoboken, NJ (November 10, 2010)- Hoboken Mayor Zimmer met with All Saints Episcopal School students yesterday at City Hall to hear their vision of a plastic bagless Hoboken. The students were inspired by their participation in the Kings School Reuse Challenge. The Challenge is a partnership between MY ECO, Kings Supermarkets and local schools to inspire the next generation to shop in a more sustainable way. Through this involvement and studying the issue, students came to the conclusion that a ban was the best approach to curtailing the detrimental effects of disposable bags. 

During the meeting, Morgan Fields gave a speech written by the entire sixth grade, which highlighted the dangerous effects of the plastic bag.  Following their presentation, the students spoke in a frank discussion with Mayor Zimmer, Council President Carol Marsh, and Councilman Peter Cunningham.  Kristen Brown, creator of MY ECO and the Kings School Reuse Challenge, also joined the forum.

Ironically, Brown was inspired to come up with the MY ECO Shopping Bag System — a 4-in-1 bag system that fit together like a puzzle into the shopping cart, each bag specifically designed to meet a specific need — by her father, the late Gordon Dancy, who invented the plastic grocery sack in the 1970s.

"This is something I want to do. It is a matter of figuring out and convincing people that this is what they want to do," said Zimmer who was in favor of a "phased in" approach, putting a five cent tax on plastic bags for about six months until an ordinance could be passed by the City Council to eliminate the use of plastic bags entirely.

MY ECO creator Kristen Brown was thrilled by All Saints Episcopal response to the King School Reuse Challenge. “I’m speechless!” said Brown.  “I created the partnership with Kings Super Markets to create a consciousness with students so they not only have lifelong behavior change, but disseminate their lessons to the rest of their family.”  Brown says All Saints has gone way beyond her expectations in trying to bring real change to the entire Hoboken community.

Schools in the School Reuse Challenge compete against each other to see who can reuse the most bags. Rather than taking new plastic grocery bags each time they visit the supermarket, students sell families MY ECO Shopping Bag System as an alternative.  With every System sold, $5 is donated to the students’ school. Each time families reuse their MY ECO Shopping Bag System, the cashier will scan a barcode enabling the schools to earn points. The points can be redeemed for much needed school supplies. Visit www.getmyeco.com for more information or to register your school.

Photos, Videos, and Interview available at request
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